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H e r e  a r e  s o m e  w o r d s  t h at  o t h e r s  s h a r e d  a b o u t  DA V I D  H I RS  C H .

P H O T O :  T H O M A S  B A L S A M O

Sister Ann Busch
I have known David Hirsch for the past seven years. He is the father of some 

of our students here at St. Anne School. Our students have been involved 

with his organization, the Illinois Fatherhood Initiative. He also began the 

Watch D.O.G.S. (Dads of Great Students) at St. Anne, in which fathers can 

spend a day in school with the students. David is kind, generous, and willing 

to give of his time. It is my privilege to work with him. 

Ken Canfield
I have known David Hirsch for more than a decade. He’s been a tremendous 

asset to Barrington, the city of Chicago, and the state of Illinois. David is a 

social entrepreneur, full of passion and persistence. Building on the strong 

heritage of his relationship to his grandfather, Sol, David soon realized that 

grandfathers and fathers make a critical difference in shaping the lives of 

their children.

While his purpose was to be the best father he could be for his children, he 

wanted to do something more for fellow fathers. David contacted me (I was 

the founder and president of the National Center for Fathering), and asked 

for counsel in establishing an Illinois Fatherhood Initiative. His diligence 

and commitment to create this initiative has taken him across the country to 

import the best practices and strategies to strengthen Illinois fathers.  

His wife, Peggy, and their five children have been the chief benefactors 

of as well as co-laborers in this work. David has a sense for doing the right 

thing, which I know spills over into his day job of being a businessman. Even 

though every idea David brought to the table with respect to the fatherhood 

initiative did not become highly successful, it contributed to the growing 

understanding of the complex issues fathers face and yielded new insights 

for the next strategy.

David Hirsch is the type of man who does not give up easily. He will 

work until the job is done, and when the quality of his work is examined, 

it is excellent. Barrington can boast that one of its citizens is David Hirsch, 

who believes that family and fathers are crucial to a healthy future, and who 

is fulfilling that role with integrity.

Charles Edelstein
David has always maintained a balance between his professional life, his per-

sonal life, and community service. His value system, which is centered upon 

service to others, is an inspiration to us all. David and I met as college room-

mates at the University of Illinois. We have remained close friends ever since, 

with our paths crossing at Price Waterhouse in the post-college years, as well 

as at Credit Suisse, where David has recently joined me as a member of the 

Chicago office.

Millard Fuller
I have known David for many, many years. He has been involved with and 

supportive of the work of Habitat for Humanity. He has also been supportive 

and encouraging of the work of the Fuller Center for Housing. David is a very 

caring and concerned man. He wants to make a difference with the gifts that 

God has given to him. David is a very gregarious, loving, and engaging per-

son. He has a very wonderful personality that makes anyone in his presence 

feel good. Thanks to you for featuring this very fine and deserving man.  
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Ronald Hamelberg
It has been an honor to have known David Hirsch for several years. David 

and I first met working together for our alma mater through the University 

of Illinois Alumni Association. I consider him a man of great integrity and 

generosity. It has also been an honor to participate as a judge in the annual 

statewide contest of children writing essays about their fathers or father im-

ages in their respective families, which is conducted by the Illinois Father-

hood Initiative. The IFI was organized to promote the importance of fathers 

in the lives of their children during their growing-up years. David exempli-

fies that importance of a father in all that he does with his own children every 

year. I cannot say enough about what a pleasure it has been knowing David 

and all that he does for others.

Thomas Hayward
My wife, Sally, and I first met Peggy and David Hirsch and their children 

when they moved into their current home in Barrington Hills, which Sally 

and I built as our first home there in 1970. I have been impressed by the 

time and effort David and Peggy provide in volunteering their time to the  

Barrington civic community and supporting the activities of their five chil-

dren, as well as David’s dedication and leadership as the founder of the  

Illinois Fatherhood Initiative. In his business life, David is a well-respected 

financial advisor and analyst advising individuals and foundations. We salute 

David for his leadership and dedication, and this recognition is certainly an 

appropriate way to say thank you. 

Peggy Hirsch
Last June, the Illinois Fatherhood Initiative celebrated its 10-year anniversa-

ry. It was very fitting for the organization to honor David with a Father of the 

Year award at their special dinner. David has been an exemplary father to our 

five children (Dave, 18; Amanda, 17; Emily, 14; Charlie, 12; and Addie, 11). 

He has worn the many hats of fatherhood time and time again. When the 

children were younger, David read to one of them every night. Even after all 

these years he still goes into each child’s room at bedtime to say goodnight.

When our oldest was four, David began his now 14-year coaching  

career with the coaching of Dave’s T-ball team. Every year since then, David 

has coached either a baseball or softball team for one of our children. It is 

always a season highlight for the child being coached that year. David works 

hard to make the season special for all the boys or girls on the team. He has 

attended out-of-town hockey and baseball tournaments with the boys. He 

has also attended out-of-town skating competitions with the girls, hanging 

with the other moms while doing hair and makeup – basically just being a 

supportive dad.

Above all else, David leads by example. He is not a parent who says, “Do 

as I say, not as I do.” He will always take the high road and encourages our 

children to make the right choices, not the easiest choices. He parents with 

encouragement and is never pessimistic, always looking for the good in a 

situation. 

It is very rare to see him lose his temper. I can only think of one in-

stance in the near past. While coaching Charlie’s baseball team, he was very 

frustrated by what he thought was a poor call by the umpire, and much to 

the surprise of all of us who know him, he tossed a bat. Well, this behavior 

earned him a sanction from the league and a game suspension. He used this 

as a teaching moment for the boys. After explaining why his behavior was  

unsportsmanlike, he apologized to the boys and their parents and willingly 

took the punishment without complaint. The team ended their season on a 

high note and hopefully learned a life lesson.

Michael J. Miller
David Hirsch has been my neighbor and friend for the past 12 years, as well 

as a client of mine at my jewelry store. Our association and friendship is 

something I treasure. I have had the privilege of working with him through 

the Illinois Fatherhood Initiative. He devotes his time, hard work, and mon-

ey to this organization and has raised millions for kids without fathers. 

David’s character is exemplary. He is a dedicated father and husband, 

having raised five well-adjusted, fine children who are a credit to his father-

ing skills. His wife is his equal partner in their efforts in raising a fine family 

and giving to the community. He is an example in both his private and public 

lives of the type of man we should all aspire to be. 

Jim Paglia
David and I met when he asked me to speak to a business group about World 

Cup Chicago 1994. He was intrigued that a private citizen could spearhead 

an effort (eight years in the making) to bring soccer’s greatest spectacle to 

Chicago without the support of government or public funds.

He revealed that he was trying to launch an ambitious project, on a state-

wide level, to advance responsible fathering. As the father of five children, 

c o n t i n u e d  n e x t  p a g e  >
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he knows how critical fathers are. He assumed there were lessons from the 

World Cup on organizational development and volunteer leadership from 

which he could learn. David launched the Illinois Fatherhood Initiative, 

and I was privileged to serve as an advisor to him during the start-up. I’ve  

also served as a board member and eventually as IFI’s president when  

David felt it was time to step back from 

that post himself.

Much has been written and said 

in praise of IFI over the years. No 

other state in the union has an orga-

nization of its scope and magnitude. 

Nearly 40 percent of all children in  

Illinois live in a household without a 

man. About a third of all children born in  

Illinois have no father listed on their 

birth certificate. Yet nearly 90 percent 

of the criminals in Illinois prisons share 

only one common denominator, without  

regard for race, gender, education, or 

poverty: they lacked an engaged father  

figure. Other than through distorted media  

images, where do children observe men in 

responsible roles? Hundreds of thousands 

of children in the state of Illinois and 

their fathers share healthier relationships  

because of IFI’s numerous programs.

That success did not come without 

enormous challenges and setbacks. Some 

years, IFI lacked the money to keep the 

doors open. As a volunteer-driven orga-

nization, there were times that IFI was at 

risk of program commitments not being 

met. Each time, David stepped up. He 

wrote the big check and rolled up his sleeves to perform the most menial 

tasks. 

We have shared many IFI challenges together, and I have never seen him 

lose his composure. David is a highly disciplined individual with an even 

disposition. He is highly competitive, driven and passionate, and yet always 

dignified and soft-spoken. He is an athlete, a collector of fine sports cars, and 

fond of fly-fishing. It amazes me that David finds the time to maintain his 

highly successful financial consulting business, be one of the most involved 

dads I know, and drives IFI.    

Mike Singletary
I really respect a man who can achieve excellence in the workplace along 

with excellent participation in the home and family. As a rule, most men 

choose one arena over the other. David is the rare exception. He not only 

attended his children’s events, he participated in them. If he wasn’t coaching, 

he was fundraising. I admire his dedication to his wife and kids while pursu-

ing greatness in the financial field. 

Norval Stephens
David is intense and focused. When you’re with him, his attention is on you 

and with you. His focus is what you are 

talking about or doing.  You never have 

the feeling that his mind is wandering or 

detached from the conversation. Not only 

does he pay attention, he remembers.

David is also a unique philanthro-

pist.  He has studied philanthropy 

and has a fellowship in the field.  He 

brings to the Barrington Area Com-

munity Foundation this seasoned,  

informed understanding of philanthropy 

and its deep benefit to society and to our 

community. His suggestions and contri-

butions have helped us sharpen our mis-

sion, improve our communications, and 

broaden our vision of what we can and 

should accomplish for the good of the 

community. His founding of the Illinois 

Fatherhood Initiative was pattern-break-

ing.  He personally carried the project 

from an idea to a functioning and suc-

cessful operation.

And, you cannot fail to recognize 

Dave as a consummate father. He and 

Peggy have a large family, and they heap 

their love on it. He will move his calendar 

around to make an important meeting – 

unless it conflicts with a promise to take 

one or more of the family to a meet, an event, a trip, or a special and secret 

surprise for one of the family.

He combines his sense of obligation to family, to society, and to his busi-

ness customers with an infectious twinkle in his eye when something he  

really likes to do comes along. Our community is better for David Hirsch, 

and so are unnamed others whose lives he has enriched, even if they did not 

know of him and of his many goodwill efforts.

David’s leadership and vision are extraordinary. Few people have dedi-

cated the extensive time and effort that he has to help others in need and to 

serve the greater community. Today, his work with, and the success of, the 

Illinois Fatherhood Initiative continues to set David Hirsch apart from the 

crowd. 

I can’t wait to see what he will do next!

I consider [David[ a man of  

great integrity and generosity.  

It has also been an  

honor to participate as a judge  

in the annual statewide contest  

of children writing essays  

about their fathers or father  

images in their respective families, 

which is conducted  

by the Illinois Fatherhood Initiative.  

David exemplifies that  

importance of a father in all that he 

does with his own children  

every year. 
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– Ronald Hamelberg




