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Into Thin Air
A Personal Account of the Mt. Everest Disaster

By Jon Krakauer

Villard Books, $14.95, 294 pages

ISBN 679457526

On May 12, 1996, I was in a Ford Explorer bouncing my way across the 

washboard roads of one of my favorite Colorado mountain byways. The 

news on the radio announced the death of eight climbers who had been 

attempting the summit of Mt. Everest two days before. As an avid reader of 

Outside magazine and an armchair adventurer, I knew that the magazine’s 

travel writer Jon Krakauer was on that expedition – I hoped he had sur-

vived to tell the tale. Turned out he did survive his own summit attempt, 

but many of his teammates and close friends did not. With 15 total deaths 

during that climbing season, 1996 became the deadliest year in Everest 

history.

 	 When Krakauer published his first article about the tragedy for Out-

side magazine later that summer (which would then become the basis for 

his New York Times bestseller Into Thin Air), he ignited a worldwide furor 

over what exactly happened during that fateful day on the world’s tallest 

mountain. Why were so many “unprepared” climbers on the summit at 

one time? And why didn’t they turn around when the weather turned hor-

ribly wrong? What prompted two of the world’s most respected mountain 

guides to keep pushing for the summit with their paying clients (many of 

whom had coughed up $60,000 or more for the privilege of being escorted 

up to the top of Everest) – and ultimately lose their own lives? 

The tragedy of the 1996 Everest season continues to reverberate 

through the climbing community even today, 12 years later. While many 

of those who were there have published amateurish articles or books about 

the tragedy, Krakauer’s riveting memoir is the finest first-hand account 

available. 

Wild Stories
The Best of Men’s Journal

By the editors of Men’s Journal magazine

Three Rivers Press, $15.95, 588 pages

ISBN 1400048303

Men’s Journal made its magazine debut in 1992 as a journalistic collective 

for everything testosterone, including adventure travel. Here, the editors 

present an anthology of the wild sides of some of our country’s best travel, 

adventure, and sporting-life writers. Wild Stories features 35 essays and 

articles from the likes of P.J. O’Rourke (road-tripping across India), Rick 

Bass (communing with Romanian grizzlies), Tim Cahill (antagonizing 

Colombian rebels), Roy Blount Jr. (tearing up a racetrack), Hampton Sides 

(meeting a desert survivor), and many more. The writing in this book is 

top-notch and the storytelling will leave you breathless.   




